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common   property,  which   they   would   not   suffer   to . be
altered.

We accept the Koran as it is presented to us; but were we to
call in question its authenticity, how much less would its ad-
vocates have to say in its support.   The Koran professes to be a
direct revelation from God to one man. Our books were written,
during a period of fifteen centuries, by several, moved by the
Holy Ghost; and if the authenticity of any one were doubted,
and we consented to reject it, the same doctrines could be
proved from the rest    The facts in the gospels are the basis of
the reasonings and exhortations in the epistles; and both, by
shewing the fulfilment of many prophecies, confirm the books
in which they occur.    But it would not be easy to satisfy an
objector that the Koran, edited by the Khalif Othman from
the copy made by his predecessor, Abubekr, and committed to
the custody of Hafsa, one of the Prophet's widows, was sub-
stantially the same as that which he himself communicated in
his lifetime.   We read of no careful collection of his numerous
revelations, though he had so many secretaries; and if we ask
how it happens that there should be so few and such unimportant
various readings, the answer is, that Othman ordered all the
copies that differed from the one in Hafsa's keeping to be
destroyed.    The chronological order would have best conveyed
the state of mind of the author, and this would seem to have
been the natural arrangement, as we are told that some chap-
ters   were revealed at Mecca, and others at Medina.    But
commentators inform us, I believe without stating their au-
thority, that there are in both interpolations of verses revealed
at the other city.  The transitions, also, to different subjects are
frequent, and we may suspect that many of these chapters have
been subsequently put together.    The difficulty, probably, of
carrying out a better arrangement, led the compilers simply to
class them according to their length.    The Koran, during Mo-
hammed's  lifetime, was read, and recited, and committed to
memory, so that we may reasonably receive it as genuine, and
believe that none would presume to add to what they respected
as a divine revelation.    Omissions are more easily conceived,